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Q+A WITH MILLER 
CREEK BAND
Enrollment at the Univer-
sity of Montana is down for 
the third consecutive semes-
ter with a spring headcount of 
14,201, which is 505 fewer stu-
dents than in spring 2012. 
While enrollment numbers 
are a part of the budget equa-
tion, University officials said 
these spring numbers will not 
play any deciding factors when 
it comes to budgeting for next 
year. 
“Spring is kind of an inter-
esting creature,” said Dawn 
Ressel, the associate vice pres-
Katheryn Houghton
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Spring enrollment down at UM 
Jordan Johnson reinstated to Griz football team
 CAMPUS
Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin
Jordan Johnson stands on the sidelines during the Grizzlies’ game versus Cal Poly Sept. 10, 2011 in Washington-Grizzly Stadium. The Griz won 37-23.
Scenes of famine, bigotry, 
religious persecution and prej-
udice are among the confron-
tational experiences waiting to 
incite personal reflection from 
those who enter the Universi-
ty of Montana’s Tunnel of Op-
pression this year.
Hosted by the University 
Center in collaboration with 
various student groups, the 4th 
annual Tunnel of Oppression 
is designed to foster awareness 
of worldwide injustices by fun-
Grady Higgins
Austin Schempp
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See JOHNSON, page 3
ident for Planning, Budgeting 
and Analysis. “You don’t nec-
essarily bank too much of your 
planning on it — we rely on 
the fall.  So I don’t think this 
is going to change any of the 
planning we have been talking 
about for 2014.” 
After seeing enrollment de-
crease last fall, Ressel said that 
the drop was expected to car-
ry over into the spring as well. 
Peggy Kuhr, UM’s vice presi-
dent for integrated communi-
cations, said the University was 
ready for the spring decline. 
“The key was thinking 
ahead and planning ahead 
which is why we’re not seeing 
panic now,” Kuhr said. “Really 
the work was done in the fall 
to prepare for the spring and I 
don’t think there will be any-
thing that will affect students.” 
Kuhr said to know what next 
year’s budget will look like, all 
factors will have to be consid-
ered, something UM officials 
are still waiting on. 
The state legislature is ex-
pected to decide later this 
spring what type of funding 
the Montana University System 
will receive and whether or not 
state employees will go home 
with a 5 percent pay increase. 
Stepping back from all 
See ENROLLMENT, page 3
Brett Berntsen
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Tunnel brings oppression 
to life for UM students
 CAMPUS
neling participants through in-
teractive exhibits — including 
a mock famine-relief camp and 
simulated human cattle drive. 
“There’s been a real effort 
to step it up a notch this year,” 
tunnel guide Gwen Landquist 
said. “I would say this is the 
best one yet.”
Landquist said the displays 
are more hands-on than in the 
past, and tunnel creators used 
information gathered through 
local surveys to choose the 
most important topics within 
Missoula. 
See TUNNEL, page 4
University of Montana offi-
cials confirmed Tuesday that 
Jordan Johnson has been rein-
stated to the Griz football team.
Johnson, who was suspended 
from the team last spring after 
being charged with sexual in-
tercourse without consent, was 
acquitted of the charges Friday.
Spring practices begin March 
18.
UM Athletic Director Kent 
Haslam said Johnson appealed 
his suspension over the week-
end and the Athletic Conduct 
Team met about it on Monday. 
UM President Royce Engstrom 
approved the ACT's decision. 
Haslam said that he couldn’t 
get into the specifics of the ACT 
process, but that the team put 
a great deal of thought into the 
decision.
The ACT panel consists of 
Haslam, Senior Associate Ath-
letic Director Jean Gee and fac-
ulty representatives Jim Lopach 
and Dr. Greg Machek.
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We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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heard around the
OVAL LAW BUILDING“Have you seen my murder timeline?”
THE UC
“I’m only dating him for 
his dog.”
JESSE HALL
“Tell all the boys that 
you talk to about me 
that my BO smells 
like vanilla.”
THE GYM
“He stopped spend-
ing his money on 
weed and started 
spending it on protien 
powder.”
By Lilian Langston
Cut it out!
YOUR WORLD THIS WEEK
 POLITICS COLUMN
 ARTS + CULTURE COLUMN
By Brooks Johnson, A+C editor
Put some birds on it
KEEP MISSOULA WEIRD
The scenario that was supposed to be avoided — budget cuts. 
However, the lack of agreement between President Obama and 
congressional Republicans left no other choice. Friday marked 
the day of automatic cuts of $85 billion in federal spending. Na-
tional parks, homeland security, transportation and education 
are among the many programs that are facing reductions. 
As is the case with most political failures, both parties refused 
to take blame, resting the responsibility of the cuts on the other 
half. Republicans refused deals with more tax revenue, and the 
Democrats ignored any deal without it. 
“None of this is necessary,” Obama said in his weekly Inter-
net address. “It’s happening because Republicans in Congress 
chose this outcome over closing a single wasteful tax loophole 
that helps reduce the deficit.” 
According to The Associated Press, the cuts will eventually 
cost more than 750,000 jobs and are projected to mostly affect 
middle-class families. The Republican-controlled house released 
themselves of any responsibility and argued that they passed 
bills in the last Congress to prevent these cuts. But the bills had 
little to no Democratic support and were never addressed by the 
Senate. 
Missoulians are being affected by these massive cuts because 
Montana is home to two of the nation’s largest national parks, 
Yellowstone and Glacier. According to USA Today, visiting hours 
at all parks are likely to be cut and certain areas could be blocked 
off to the public. Also, thousands of seasonal workers — which 
potentially include some of you in Missoula — will not be hired. 
Natonally, education will also face the wrath of budget cuts. 
Roughly 14,000 teachers stand to lose their jobs, and approxi-
mately 70,000 youngsters may no longer have access to pre-kin-
dergarten Head Start Programs. The Education Department is 
also warning that these cuts are going to affect up to 29 million 
students taking out loans and 15 million college students who 
receive grants or work-study assignments. 
So who is to blame for all this? Since Democrats and Republi-
cans both refuse to accept the responsibility, can we successfully 
put it on John Boehner, the funny-looking man with the even 
funnier last name? Perhaps he was not convincing enough in his 
Speaker of the House duties. Or maybe the cuts were inevitable. 
Either way, let’s just hope they can help dig us out of our tril-
lion-dollar deficit. 
lilian.langston@umontana.edu
My uncle raises chickens in his yard in Reno. You 
know why? Because he came 
here for college, I always 
guessed. I would ask him, 
but that might break the spell 
our town seems to cast on 
lifelong residents and pass-
ersby alike. It’s this perfect 
mixture of DIY community 
ethics, higher education and 
a local abundance of federally 
protected nature that means 
you only eat the freshest ova 
your chickens can poop out 
of their coop. And lemme tell 
you: It’s tasty shit.
But you don’t have to 
drive to the biggest little city 
in the world™ to taste fresh 
eggs. You don’t have to go to 
a farmer’s market either. Just 
get online and order some 
chicks and make sure you get 
your permit by the time those 
little peeps show up at your 
door. Because, yeah, we can 
have chickens in Missoula. 
In some places — sometimes. 
But still, it’s good.
Okay, this whole column 
isn’t about chickens. Many 
of you probably can’t (read: 
shouldn’t) house chickens 
properly in dorms or apart-
ments or ADUs that resemble 
chicken coops anyway. And 
I’m no authority, except that 
my omelets could slay yours. 
Just keep in mind where you 
choose to live next (for those 
of you who, like me, plan to 
move 11 times in four years). 
The chickens can be yours!
Wait, it gets better. Goose 
eggs are a step above quail 
eggs, which are a step above 
duck eggs, which are a step 
above chicken eggs. Not 
that you should abduct our 
friendly wild geese’s ba-
bies, I just want you to know 
where to find them. Take the 
low-hanging walking part 
of the Madison Street bridge 
north across the river, then 
stop. Goose time. Look to 
your right. They should be 
coming back home soon, so 
don’t get mad that I led you 
into an all-male review of fly 
fishers. Those fat white birds 
like to hang out on the rocks 
below the Double Tree, where 
the Rattlesnake confluence’s 
cold waters tickle fishes’ fan-
cies.
Well shat, no geese yet? 
Head back across the river 
and turn west toward the 
Clark Fork Island Park. A 
heron (or some sort of long-
necked fish destroyer) likes 
to hang out around the calms 
on the south side of the water. 
Dude is like, five feet tall. 
If all else fails, you’re 
guaranteed to see a bald ea-
gle and a few osprey at least 
once while you’re floating the 
river all summer. They won’t 
attack you like the vicious 
dinosaur descendants they 
are unless you’re wearing 
an ironic shirt with fish on it 
or drinking Schmidt’s. Fair 
warning. And don’t tell any-
one I never taught you how 
to bird. 
And about those chickens: 
Just like homebrew, there are 
books. Get learned, weirdos.
brooks.johnson@umontana.edu
@readbrooks
GOT NEWS?
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those uncertainties, Kuhr 
said the spring enrollment re-
sults brought some encourage-
ment.  
Enrollment dropped by 3.4 
percent from spring 2012 to 
spring 2013 — compared to a 
4.6 percent drop from fall 2011 
to fall 2012. 
Kuhr, Ressel and other UM 
officials echo the belief that 
these improved numbers are a 
possible result of the Universi-
ty’s increased retention efforts.
ENROLLMENT
From page 1
Jed Liston, the assistant vice 
president for enrollment at UM, 
said the Student Affairs admin-
istration has continued to en-
hance outrach programs.
“We want prospective stu-
dents to realize what incredible 
opportunities and value is pro-
vided at the University of Mon-
tana,” Liston said. 
In addition to outreach, Sha-
ron O’Hare, the executive di-
rector of the Office for Student 
Success, said the OSS is around 
to keep students coming back 
and to see them through to 
graduation. 
“Ironically, graduating a 
higher number of students in a 
year, which is our first priority, 
can contribute to a drop in en-
rollment,” O’Hare said. 
Students are first introduced 
to the OSS during the spring of 
their senior year in high school, 
when they take their placement 
test and register in core courses 
before arriving to orientation.
“After orientation, OSS prob-
ably drops in the background 
of their consciousness.” O’Hare 
said. “But students continue to 
Austin Smith/Montana Kaimin
Biology major Kyla Crisp, left, helps freshman Cary Chamberlain with her 
homework Monday evening during  Study Jam sponsored by the Office of 
Student Success.  The OSS tutoring sessions are held every Monday and 
Wednesday in the UC’s second floor food court. All students are welcome 
to attend. 
JOHNSON
From page 1
“We had a great discussion 
on Monday and it was a very 
thorough process,” Haslam said. 
“The decision (to reinstate John-
son) was one that was made with 
a lot of thought and intent.”
Engstrom said he doesn't nec-
essarily need to approve ACT 
re-instatement decisions. 
"As president, I have the re-
sponsibility to stay on top of 
decisions at the University in a 
general sense," Engstrom said. 
"In this particular case, I wanted 
them to discuss this with me." 
Head football coach Mick 
Delaney and players declined to 
comment on Johnson’s reinstate-
ment. 
Johnson, who has two years 
of eligibility remaining, threw 
for 2,400 yards and 21 touch-
downs while leading the Griz to 
the Football Championship Sub-
division semifinals in 2011. 
It has been a tumultuous time 
for the football program since 
then. 
Last March, former head 
coach Robin Pflugrad made 
comments in support of Johnson 
and welcomed him back to the 
team when his restraining order 
was initially lifted. Pflugrad was 
fired on March 29. 
Former UM Athletic Director 
Jim O’Day was fired on the same 
day, with UM officials citing a 
need for a change in leadership. 
Johnson was suspended for 
the entire 2012 season and the 
Grizzlies went 5-6 in his absence. 
grady.higgins@umontana.edu
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
experience the benefits of our 
programs.”
The OSS oversees nearly all 
the tutoring programs on cam-
pus such as Study Jam, a free 
tutoring service offered for stu-
dents in high enrollment cours-
es.
The OSS also runs Four Bear, 
the University’s four-year gra-
dation plan. Last year 95 per-
cent of the freshmen that went 
through Four Bear returned 
for their sophomore year com-
pared to the 68 percent of non-
Four Bear freshmen. 
UM Provost Perry Brown 
said that while the spring 2013 
enrollment numbers improve-
ment can’t be viewed as a trend 
yet, programs like those coordi-
nated by OSS continue to help. 
“We are on our way up from 
the drop we experienced in fall 
2012,” Brown said. “These en-
rollment figures do not decide 
anything, but they begin to 
ease some concerns about the 
potential of declining enroll-
ment and point in a positive 
direction.” 
katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu
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The 10 exhibits depict scenes 
such as military veterans returning 
home, cyber-bullying, body-image 
discrimination and famine. The 
combination is intended to evoke 
emotion from all participants.
“Different people react to differ-
ent things,” said Jamar Galbreath, 
UM’s Diversity and Student In-
volvement Network Coordinator. 
“The tunnel is designed intention-
ally to be very uncomfortable in cer-
tain settings for everyone.” 
The tunnel is free and open to 
the public, with tours leaving every 
hour until the final closing time of 6 
p.m. Wednesday. So far, the tunnel 
has fulfilled its gut-wrenching duty. 
“I got chills,” tunnel-goer Olivia 
Weber said of an exhibit where she 
carried a “starving” baby manne-
quin through an aide line only to be 
denied relief on the basis it wasn’t 
famished enough. “That one in par-
ticular gave me a physical reaction.”
The experience forces partici-
pants to come face-to-face with is-
sues of poverty, said Julie Desoto, 
President of Griz for UNICEF, the 
student group that created the ex-
hibit. Desoto said it’s a reality that 
many people she would consider 
starving don’t qualify for aide, and 
there should be enough food avail-
able to fulfill everyone’s needs.  
Other displays reminded partic-
ipants of issues some people experi-
ence in Missoula
“At first I thought, ‘how can they 
understand?’” said Zaneta Dale, a 
Native American and member of 
TUNNEL
From page 1
UM’s Black Student Union. “I get 
stuff all the time, people trying to 
call me Pocahontas … but I was im-
pressed by the amount of different 
topics they had.”
The tunnel specifically ad-
dressed discrimination against 
native peoples, and Dale said she 
would like to see an exhibit dedicat-
ed to the issue next year. 
 Galbreath said tunnel creators 
value public input and look for-
ward to creating a more powerful 
experience in the future. He added 
that UM’s Tunnel of Oppression 
will continue to model itself after 
the original Museum of Tolerance 
in Los Angeles, and uphold an im-
portant tradition of bringing the 
public face-to-face with injustices 
they may not notice otherwise. 
“People try and stick me in a 
box and I don’t like that,” Dale 
said. “Having them realize they 
do it though — that’s the most 
beneficial thing.” 
brett.berntsen@umontana.edu
Tim Goessman/ Montana Kaimin
Chase Naccarato looks at a mirror covered in tape, yarn and self-deprecating remarks in the Tunnel of Oppression interactive exhibit March 5, 2013 in 
the UC Ballroom.
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Anja Memovic is an on-and-off 
student at the University of Montana 
originally from Zenica, Bosnia.  She 
lived the first four years of her life in 
refugee camps during the Yugoslavian 
Wars. 
War makes people crazy. It 
gives too much power to imagi-
nation.
Anja Memovic was born into a 
world of war, years before attend-
ing the University of Montana. 
Her childhood was defined by the 
ethnic clashes of the former Yugo-
slavia, and she was only two years 
old when she became one of the 
conflict’s four million refugees. 
Her father was in the Bosnian 
army, and her mother was a Serb. 
Zlatko and Olivera married before 
the states became enemies, and it 
would be the Serbians who would 
arrest Zlatko for war crimes he 
didn’t commit.
While Zlatko was locked in a 
Serbian prison, Olivera took Anja 
and her brother, Arif — a year old-
er — to a Serbian refugee camp. 
The camp would be their home 
for the next three years.
There was the ex-soldier with 
crazy eyes who wore a bearskin 
hat to hide his disfigured scalp. 
He wandered the barracks, sell-
ing knives in his long, black coat. 
There was the old lady who blud-
geoned Arif with a 2-by-4 because 
he was Bosnian and she had be-
come upset when he cheered for 
his grandmother during a poker 
game.
The woman who lived alone 
next door had lost a daughter who 
would have been the same age as 
Anja. She had a slender face and 
Memories of war 
spoke sweetly yet was unable 
to mask the hysteria that comes 
from losing a child. Anja adored 
the woman’s long, dark hair, and 
they became friends. The woman 
would go on hikes with the chil-
dren of the barracks, taking them 
out of the camp to a nearby farm 
to see old equipment resting in 
fields of golden corn. Anja would 
imagine she was a wizard floating 
between the tall stalks.
Olivera, however, was wary of 
the woman, routinely checking on 
her children when they were in 
the room next door. But she’d only 
find the woman asking Anja sim-
ple questions and telling stories. 
Olivera may have stumbled on the 
woman working her way through 
a basket of colorful yarn, tying 
knots this way and that until her 
fingers produced little figures for 
the children.
Anja looked forward to the col-
orful yarn. There weren’t many 
beautiful things to look at in the 
camp: their room was painted 
drab colors, and the clothes people 
wore were old and used. The war 
was everywhere and difficult to 
forget.
For the woman, Anja was a 
constant reminder of the daughter 
she lost. One night, as Anja lie in 
the top bed of a bunk she shared 
with Arif, she heard a cacopho-
ny build outside their door. The 
woman was shouting in a way 
Anja had never heard before. The 
soft, melancholy voice had be-
come vile and scary. She began 
pounding on the door, yelling for 
Anja and her mother.
“Olivera!”
Anja’s mother got up to reason 
with the woman.
“Anja!”
Arif, pretending to be the man 
of the house, woke and followed 
his mother to the throbbing door. 
“Olivera!”
Anja remained in bed, terrified 
and confused.
“Anja!”
The woman accused Olivera of 
stealing Anja.
“Thief!”
She yelled a third name Anja 
didn’t recognize, a girl’s name. 
Arif threw a tantrum in Anja’s de-
fense, and Olivera finally coaxed 
the woman back to her room, back 
to sleep.
The next day, Olivera forbade 
Anja and Arif from ever visiting 
the woman again. The woman 
was alone in her room with only 
knotted yarn.
In 1995, Anja, Arif and Olivera 
fled, this time to North Dakota. 
Zlatko joined them four years later 
by.  When they were old enough, 
Anja and Arif moved to Missoula 
to work and attend the University 
of Montana.
Before they left the camp in 
Serbia, the woman approached 
Anja as she played outside. She of-
fered a Hershey’s chocolate.
“I know you aren’t supposed 
to talk to me,” she said. “But I’m 
sorry.”
samuel.wilson@umontana.edu
Samuel Wilson
Montana Kaimin
Samuel Wilson/Montana Kaimin
Missoula woman recalls time in refugee camp
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It was less than professional: 
a green masking tape runway, 
a coffee table for the podium 
and fans packed into thin aisles 
of fabrics and twine. But it was 
more than underground, with 
a crowd overflowing with PBR, 
wine and excitement as they 
watched local designers’ at-
tempts at making a dress on 
Friday.
Project Selvedge has been 
a part of the Missoula spring 
fashion scene for the past seven 
years. Every Friday through 
April, participants are given 
a prompt just one week in ad-
vance of the competition and 
are asked to design an article of 
clothing — maybe a coat, dress 
or gown — of their choosing. 
Eliminations rack up each week 
until a winner is chosen.
The prompt for next Friday’s 
show is to make “resort wear” 
on a sequestered budget. De-
signers had to pick from a bin of 
fabrics down in the basement, 
and then were given $15 dollars 
in credit at Selvedge Studios.
The show and its title’s simi-
larity to “Project Runway” is 
no accident. Except, here in the 
real world, there isn’t an elevat-
ed runway, and the crowd isn’t 
faking enthusiasm. 
The show’s organizer and 
emcee, Leah Morrow, originally 
proposed the idea after she and 
her mother opened Selvedge 
Studios on the Hip Strip, and 
has begun to develop an eye for 
potential finalists. 
“It’s hard to say because 
there are some sleepers, but 
you can definitely kinda tell,” 
Morrow said. “It’s hard so far 
because we haven’t really giv-
en prompts that have allowed 
them to show their aesthetic.” 
The two-month competition 
has attracted a crowd of various 
experience levels, but Morrow 
believes it’s anyone’s game up 
until the end. 
Cary Markin, a theater and 
dance teacher at Bonner El-
ementary, has designed plenty 
of outfits before. But she still 
found stiff competition at the 
show. 
“The quality of the designs 
tonight blew me away, I was re-
ally impressed with the ideas 
these designers had,” Markin 
said. “I played it very safe to-
night hoping to make it to the 
next round.”
Katie Oly, a University of 
Montana student and baker, en-
tered the competition with the 
first dress she had ever made. 
“It’s a fun party dress,” she 
said during judging. “I really 
wanted it to be cute and short 
and adorable, and she can move 
and dance in it if she wants. 
That was the hardest part of the 
whole thing was the button-
holes. You know, other than not 
sleeping.”
Oly’s model, Eden Viona, 
was the star of the show, draw-
ing jeers and whistles from the 
crowd the entire time she was 
on stage. 
“This dress is really comfort-
able actually. Most girls have 
owned a dress where it takes 
another person to get them out 
of it, and you know that’s re-
ally common, if you’re going to 
wear a sexy dress that you go to 
a nightclub in you might have 
to have somebody to help you 
get out of it,” Viona said. “But 
it’s definitely worth it because if 
you’re gonna have that sex ap-
peal, you gotta have that person 
to get you out of it.” 
The crowd began to spread 
out and chat to the designers 
while the judges deliberated. 
Models slipped through the 
thin white veil blocking off the 
back room for a photo shoot in 
the cold alley behind the stu-
dio. Some turned in their votes 
for the best dress of the night 
and simply left, while others 
stayed and waited anxiously 
for the result. 
Morrow knows that the out-
come of the first night hardly 
indicates the final victors.  
“The reality is that so few of 
them know what they’re doing 
that their skill level changes so 
much throughout the competi-
tion,” Morrow said. “They sort 
of grow into it. Things that they 
didn’t even know they were ca-
pable of they start pulling off.”
Shows continue at Selvedge 
every week until the design fi-
nale on Friday, April 26. 
 eben.wragge-keller@umontana.edu
Eben Wragge-Keller
Montana Kaimin
Selvedge-ing Fashion
Missoula’s premier DIY runway show
University of Montana student Katie Oly and model Eden Viona show off a dress inspired by a fellow designer at Selvedge Studio on Friday.                         Eben Wragge-Keller/Montana Kaimin
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Q: What was it like to win 
a Zoo Music Award?  Did you 
expect to win? 
A: It felt great to win a mu-
sic award!  We have put a lot of 
effort into our music and try to 
provide a unique experience 
for our fans … We feel honored 
to be recognized for our hard 
work.  We didn’t expect to win 
or lose; all of the bands per-
formed well and we never felt 
the competition was in the bag.
Montana Kaimin  
Q & A  
Riley Pavelich
Montana Kaimin
A Q+A with a Zoo Music Awards winner
Getting down with Miller Creek Band
Miller Creek gives their fans a little something different at each show. The ten-year-old group, 
which recently won best Jam/Psychedelic band at the Zoo Music Awards, improvises and expands 
for their audience. The result is a concert that feels tailor-made for the fans and the energy of the 
moment. Mike Simmons, Tom Massie, Ryan Maynes and Paul Jones sweep the crowd through an 
evening of elevated atmosphere and keep the crowd dancing in the palm of their collective groovy 
hands. We caught up with the foursome to see how they feel about the new trophy on their shelf.
Q: Describe your style and 
influences.  
A: Our style fuses elements 
from rock and jam music; we 
have a wide number of influ-
ences, spanning from Phish, 
Pink Floyd, Grateful Dead and 
Talking Heads.
Q What do you love most 
about performing?  
A: We love being able to per-
form our own music as well as 
covers with our personal touch. 
And, without a doubt, playing 
to a crowd of people simply en-
joying our music is one of the 
best things about performing.
Q: Where will your career 
go from here? 
A: Right now we are work-
ing on our second album and 
planning on touring across the 
country to build our fan base 
and let our musical voice be 
heard.
Q How does working and 
living in Montana influence 
your music?  
A: Originally coming from 
different parts of the country, 
we have all had our own expe-
riences with Montana, which 
have brought us together as 
musicians and friends.  We all 
have a love of Montana that in-
spires us individually as well 
as a group and it will always 
have a home in the heart of our 
music.
Q: When is your next gig?  
A: Wednesday, March 13 
at The Palace Lounge.  We are 
also playing at the Top Hat 
Lounge on St. Patty’s Day, Sun-
day March 17th, which is a free 
show! 
riley.pavelich@umconnect.umt.edu
Photo courtesy of Miller Creek Band
THE 
TO-DO 
LIST
1
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2
1,000 FLOWERS
3/6 @ 6 p.m. 
What: A showing of 
solidarity for all vic-
tims of sexual assault. 
The goal is to drop 
1,000 flowers into the 
river at once.
Where: Higgins Bridge
How Much: 1-1,000 
flowers
HUMP NIGHT BINGO
3/6 @ 8 p.m. 
What: There’s a good 
chance you’re wast-
ing your money, but 
an even better chance 
you’ll have fun.
Where: Sean Kelley’s 
(21+)
How Much: $1 per 
round
CLARK FORK COALITION 
VOLUNTEER TRAINING
3/7 @ 5 p.m. 
What: The river can’t 
fend for itself, after all. 
Learn how to get your 
hands wet.
Where: CFC Offices, 
140 S. Fourth St. W.
How Much: Free
CHAMBERLIN RAIL JAM: 
EPIC SHREDFEST 2013
3/8-9 @ 5 p.m. 
Don’t worry about the 
snow situation, it’s 
why the winter gods 
invented dumptrucks.
Where: Caras Park
When: 5 p.m.
How Much: Free to 
watch, beer and after 
party extra
SECOND FRIDAY 
AT THE ZACC
3/8 @ 6 p.m. 
 Because one night a 
month can’t be enough. 
Lucas Cleaver’s mixed 
media opens at the 
Northside venue.
Where: Zootown Arts 
Community Center, 235 
N. First St. W.
CAMPUS SESSIONS:
Buddy Jackson brings the action. Watch 
local pop-punks play ‘JD’ in a bathroom.
www.montanakaimin.com/
ONLINE 
ONLY:
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The head lacrosse coach at 
the University of Montana isn’t 
like most coaches. He doesn’t 
look any older than his play-
ers. He has a calm, collected 
personality that lends itself 
more to the image of a laidback 
college senior than a blustering 
coach.
Tucker Sargent, 27, has been 
coaching the Grizzly lacrosse 
team for the last four years. A 
former player, Sargent was on 
the the 2007 team that won a 
Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse As-
sociation national champion-
ship in Texas.
“Going down there and 
winning that title was amaz-
ing,” Sargent said. “Probably 
the best feeling in my life, win-
ning that with my friends.”
Sargent’s life has been filled 
with lacrosse. Growing up in 
Vermont, he started playing 
the game at age 10. Back east, 
lacrosse is a much larger sport, 
and Sargent played it through-
out high school. However, af-
ter finishing an unfulfilling 
freshman year at Connecticut 
College, he decided a change of 
pace was needed, so he trans-
ferred to Missoula, where his 
oldest friend, Will Freihofer, 
lived.
Freihofer, now 26, was at 
UM playing lacrosse and 
studying English. He grew up 
in New Hampshire, and has 
known Sargent all his life.
“Our moms were best 
friends in high school,” Frei-
hofer said. “We grew up to-
gether.”
Sargent spent the next three 
years in Missoula, playing la-
crosse, skiing, kayaking and 
fishing. At the conclusion of 
his collegiate career, he took 
over as head coach of the team 
he loved, replacing departing 
coach Ryan Ander.
“After I graduated, our old 
coach  moved. I just kind of fell 
into it, we were looking for a 
new coach and nobody could 
do it and I was in town so I just 
kind of got pushed into it,” Sar-
gent said.
This season, Sargent has 
guided his team to a 1-3 record.
But coaching is only a part-
time job. Sargent also holds a 
position running the North-
Andy Bixler
Montana Kaimin
Former Griz shines as lacrosse coach
west Select lacrosse team, and 
is on the board of the Big Sky 
High School lacrosse program. 
His main help coaching the 
Griz team comes from Frei-
hofer, who now serves as Sar-
gent’s assistant coach.
But most of his time, at least 
40 hours a week — and usually 
much more according to Sar-
gent — is spent with the team. 
“I don’t get paid for all of 
it, but it’s not a big deal,” Sar-
gent said. “There is no way (the 
team) could afford a full-time 
job.”
Sometimes, he even has to 
donate some of his own funds 
to the cause.
“A couple of times I’ve had 
to go out and get stuff, like 
before a home game or some-
thing,” he said. “I’ll put down 
like a hundred dollars to buy 
tape for the lines. It’s not a big 
deal.”
Lacrosse is a club sport at 
Montana, which means the 
team doesn’t receive any fund-
ing from the athletic depart-
ment. According to Sargent, 
most of the team’s money 
comes from the $2,500 fee play-
ers pay every season. Freihofer 
said that they only get $1,000 
from ASUM, so fees and fund-
raising are very important to 
the team’s survival.
“We have to fight and claw 
for every dollar of funding we 
get,” Freihofer said. “(Sargent) 
works hard to get what he does 
for us.”
In addition to being the 
head coach and lead fundrais-
er, Sargent also serves as the 
team’s organizer. With spring 
football coming up, the team 
has moved its practices from 
inside Washington-Grizzly 
Stadium to Dornblaser Field, 
where the ground is uneven 
and the wind is swirling.
“Tucker sets everything up,” 
midfielder Tanner Pace said. 
“The fields we practice on, he 
schedules the games, all that.” 
Pace, a freshman, has known 
Sargent for a couple of years — 
since he began working with 
the team at Big Sky, where Pace 
went to high school. It was Sar-
gent’s influence, Pace said, that 
made him want to continue 
playing lacrosse for the Griz.
In fact, Sargent regularly re-
cruits players — although he 
has no scholarship money to 
offer. 
“When I’m recruiting new 
players, I try my best to sell 
them on the program and the 
team and the guys,” Sargent 
said. “I try to sell them on 
Montana, on the experience 
they will have here, because I 
had that same experience.”
Sophomore midfielder An-
drew Wenzl said that although 
he was the one who contacted 
Sargent, it was the coach who 
convinced him to be a Griz.
“He was such a nice guy, he 
told us what practice would be 
like,” Wenzl said. “I was a little 
nervous, coming to a college 
Head coach Tucker Sargent brings energy and experience to team 
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Grizzly Lacrosse Head Coach Tucker Sargent  laughs during a match versus Montana State, April 13, 2012 in 
Bobcat Stadium in Bozeman.
team, but Tucker was really 
open and really knew exactly 
what to say.”
But arguably Sargent’s big-
gest — or at least most import-
ant — contribution to the team 
is his knowledge and experi-
ence.
“He knows a lot about la-
crosse, he was a really good 
player,” Pace said. “He knows 
throughout, especially in-
game, what we should be do-
ing, and if something goes 
wrong he knows who caused it 
and how to fix it.”
“Tuck brings a lot of energy 
to the team,” Freihofer said. 
“He’s a hard-nosed guy, every-
body knows that Tucker knows 
what he’s talking about when it 
comes down to running hard 
and doing your best. He paid 
his dues, and he’s a good ex-
ample for our guys to follow.”
For Sargent, the work is 
worth it for something he en-
joys so much. 
“I love hanging out with the 
guys, and trying to win games. 
A lot of work goes into it, but 
I wouldn’t trade this for the 
world,” Sargent said. “I want 
to be the Griz lacrosse coach 
until I die.”
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@ambixler3
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In an injury-filled season, the 
University of Montana men’s bas-
ketball team is thankful for Spencer 
Coleman. Coleman, a junior college 
transfer from Eastern Arizona, is av-
eraging 7.8 points and 3.3 rebounds 
per game this season. 
The 6-foot-6, 210-pound forward 
from Eugene, Ore., has played in all 
27 games and cracked Montana’s 
starting lineup 13 times this season. 
In Montana’s 86-74 overtime victo-
ry over Southern Utah on Monday, 
Coleman netted 16 points, grabbed 
five rebounds and missed just one 
shot. 
Q: Coming from a junior col-
lege to Division I, what’s been the 
biggest adjustment you’ve had to 
make? 
A: The biggest adjustment is just 
the style of play. It’s a little faster — 
more physical. Other than that it’s 
just a lot of mental things like get-
ting the plays down. 
Q: When did you start playing 
basketball?
A: Second grade 
Spitballin’ with Schempp:
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
Q and A with Spencer Coleman
Q: When was the first time you 
dunked in a game? 
A: First time I dunked in a game 
was my freshman year of high 
school. 
Q: Who’s your biggest role 
model? 
A: My dad. What he’s accom-
plished as a person and sports- 
wise, I hope to achieve what he has 
one day. He played basketball and 
football in college (at University of 
Oregon) and even got drafted. He 
got to the top level and that’s inspir-
ing to me. 
Q: Why did you initially go to 
Eastern Arizona? 
A: I wanted to play basketball at 
D-1. 
Q: Why did you choose to 
transfer to UM? 
A: I picked the University of 
Montana because of the winning 
tradition, the talent that they had 
from last year’s team to this year’s 
team and the opportunity to come 
in, contribute and play and be as 
successful as I could be.
Q: Who’s your favorite NBA 
player? 
A: Carmelo Anthony.  
Q: Any pre-game traditions? 
A: I always have to take a nap be-
fore a game. Always. 
Q: Who’s the best basketball 
player you’ve ever faced?
A: Terrence Jones (of the Hous-
ton Rockets). I played against him in 
the summer and was actually sup-
posed to be on the same AAU team 
as him. 
Q: What’s been the biggest 
challenge to get to the point to 
where you are today? 
A: Just staying focused, and get-
ting my grades together so I could 
play Division I basketball. 
Q: How has Griz basketball 
been different than teams you’ve 
been on in the past? 
A: The community and people 
really look up to all the players in all 
the sports. I haven’t really been used 
to that where the fans are really die-
hard fans. 
Q: You’re into art and painting? 
What do you paint? How often do 
you?
A: Basically whatever inspires 
me. A lot of times I’d practice on 
animals or trees. I don’t really do it 
as much anymore, but when I was 
younger I’d always go over to my 
grandma’s house because she was 
an artist. I kind of lost that since I 
don’t see my grandma anymore: 
She passed away.
Q: If you could be any other 
player on Montana’s basketball 
team who would you be and why? 
A: I would probably say Will 
(Cherry) because of how people 
say he’s Montana basketball and he 
has the steals record and things like 
that. 
Q: What does basketball mean 
to you? 
A: It’s another part of me. I’ve 
done it for so long, I feel like it would 
be weird to not play basketball. 
That’s why this time right now is 
pretty special because a lot of people 
don’t get that opportunity. 
Q: What’s it like to go from a ju-
nior college to a D-1 school with a 
chance at the NCAA Tournament? 
Montana Kaimin  
Q & A  
A: Last year I went to school in 
a small town, and it was a small 
school as well. Here, it’s a big school 
with so many things to do — it’s an 
eye-opener. To throw in the fact that 
you’re on a basketball team that’s 
looked up to on campus and has an 
opportunity to do big things nation-
ally, it’s been a fun ride. 
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
@AustinSchempp
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Troy Huff (5) of North Dakota and Spencer Coleman (24) battle for a re-
bound on Saturday Feb. 9, in the Dahlberg Arena. The Griz won 78-58.
Montana Kaimin
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Mr. Smith adjusted his bot-
tle-framed glasses and — in 
his cartoon-like voice — ques-
tioned my presence during 
roll call my seventh grade 
year: “Erik Anderson?”  In my 
seat, dust collected. I was ab-
sent  from school with a case 
of March Madness. I pleaded 
with my parents that I  had  to 
stay home and watch the Gon-
zaga Bull(under)dogs re-write 
hoop history. I  needed  to be a 
part of it.
You see, along with Gonza-
ga being my favorite college 
basketball team, March also 
marks the beginning of my fa-
vorite sports event: the Ander-
son March Madness Pool. My 
father devises a pool where my 
family — and in recent years, 
our friends — all vie to pre-
dict a perfect NCAA basketball 
tournament bracket. My dad, 
the pool commissioner, has 
a fever. And his only cure is 
more March Madness. 
He’s addicted to watching 
the dreams of 68 collegiate bas-
ketball teams unfold in knock-
out-style, tournament fashion. 
The tournament finds a way 
to pit underdogs against top 
dogs in epic matches of Da-
vid-and-Goliath proportions. 
Tens of thousands of mania-
cal basketball diehards pack 
arenas sprinkled throughout 
the nation in hopes of seeing a 
glimpse of greatness achieved, 
aspirations culminated, and a 
new “family” brought closer 
together by sporting spectacle.
To miss such an occasion at 
the ripe age of 14 was more trag-
ic  than Romeo and Juliet, pu-
berty or Nelly inevitably being 
played at school dances (“I’m 
goin’ down, down baby…). Mr. 
Smith didn’t understand that I 
had money and dignity on the 
line. I thought then what I still 
think now: This, this will be the 
year I’ll silence my father and 
prove my sports ingenuity. No 
longer would my sisters’ and 
mother’s talentless tactic of the 
picking school colors, mascots 
or “that funny sounding school 
from North Carolina” trump 
my knowledge. No — my sci-
entific approach would reign 
supreme. I’d pick the winner. 
I’d be the top Anderson. Me. 
To win the AMMP would 
provide me with endless brag-
ging rights, especially over 
Pops. For him, Christmas paled 
in comparison to the thrills of 
March Madness, and no gift-
wrapped sentiment could ever 
replace his joy of hoops. The 
tournament serves as his ex-
cuse to revitalize his obnoxious 
competitive-streak. He dutiful-
ly reminds everyone that his 
bracket is superior, and when 
it’s not, he falls silent and usu-
ally mentions the arrival of 
the Masters. I’d never won the 
AMMP, but in seventh grade 
my focus was not on writing 
and arithmetic, but rather bas-
ketball-play calling and statis-
tics.
Perhaps I should have stuck 
with school.
I didn’t win the pool that 
year, but I did take place third 
and reeled in a significant 
amount of money — especial-
ly for a seventh grader. But the 
win did more than boost my 
bank account: It gave me a rea-
son to believe in basketball ev-
ery spring.
For as long as I can remem-
ber, the tournament has jux-
taposed my life with the lives 
of millions of other faithful 
Americans. Even if you have 
little-to-no interest in round-
ball — like my three sisters 
— you’ve undoubtedly been 
begged to join a March Mad-
ness bracket pool. Perhaps my 
dad is like that giddy gamer in 
your office:  always putting on 
his best salesman spiel, coax-
ing you to join his “office pool” 
and eliciting college basketball 
players as a gambling device (I 
love that guy). My dad started 
the Anderson March Madness 
Pool before I was born and, de-
pending on who you ask, may 
or may not be paying for my 
college tuition with each year’s 
winnings.
Bracket building is a rite of 
passage in the Anderson fam-
ily. Whereas most Montanan 
fathers and sons go off into the 
woods and blast high caliber 
weaponry at small woodland 
creatures, my father acts as my 
bookie and demands $5, “just 
like everybody else.” Instead 
of teaching my sisters how to 
drive a stick shift, he taught 
them about the pick-and-roll. 
Gone were the days of “Daddy, 
can I go out tonight?” And in 
their place were the days of “if 
Marquette beats Duke, who ya’ 
got in Duke versus Syracuse?”
College ball allows our 
hearts to thaw from the brisk 
Montana winter. The squeaks 
and thumps that howl from 
the hardwood reinvigorate our 
frozen limbs. We devote our 
mid-Marches and Aprils to 
the same belief and dream of 
each March-Madness faithful 
throughout the United States. 
Each buzzer-beating 3-pointer 
or stifling sequence of suffo-
cating defense we experienced 
together.
My family has always ac-
cepted Verne Lundquist’s raspy 
voice, tuned in for the thrilling 
story of those unknown basket-
ball schools — George Mason, 
Davidson, Greater Lesser Oak-
wood College of Vocational 
Technology and Arts Institute 
(OK, I made one of those up) — 
and cheered for the underdog.
Despite my father’s constant 
updates with the bracket pool 
rankings, each parent, sister or 
relative — and in recent years, 
EVERYONE we know — were 
all captivated by 10 men sharing 
a court, and chasing a dream of 
being champions. We see the 
parallel in the tournament tree, 
with 68 teams all branching to-
ward the center of the bracket 
with an eventual champion in 
the middle with the lines get-
ting tighter and tighter. One 
national event galvanizes my 
family, brings us together and 
reminds us to believe.
Each passing year gives me 
more hope that this will be my 
year.
Is it Selection Sunday yet? 
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu
@ErikCAnderson
The family treetournament[ ]
Erik C. Anderson
Montana Kaimin
He’s addicted to 
watching the dreams 
of 68 collegiate bas-
ketball teams unfold 
in knock out style,        
tournament fashion.
[ ]
BASKETBALL
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The NCAA men’s and wom-
en’s basketball championships 
start a week later than in recent 
years, but will hit full stride the 
week of St. Patrick’s Day.
Thus, an early take on wom-
an- and man-cave appropri-
ate snacking materials, even 
though the Final Four week-
ends for men and women are 
actually in April (6 and 8 for 
men, and 7 and 9 for women).
Note that in keeping with 
the man cave theme, many of 
the following include bacon. 
That’s not to say you need to 
serve all of these at the same 
time. And you could substi-
tute turkey bacon if you insist, 
as long as you hide the pack-
aging from the unsuspecting, 
swine-loving couch potatoes.
Here’s to happy viewing, 
whoever your favorite men’s 
and women’s teams might be. 
And the beauty of the tourna-
ments is that if you’re favor-
ite team is not there, there are 
plenty to pick from. Here’s to 
the ‘dogs and Cinderella, I say.
1 cup (4 ounces) shred-
ded part-skim mozzarel-
la cheese
1/2 cup grated Parmesan 
cheese
1/2 cup butter, softened
1/2 cup mayonnaise
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 teaspoon Italian sea-
soning
1/4 teaspoon crushed red 
pepper flakes
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 loaf (1 pound) French 
bread, halved lengthwise
1 pound sliced deli ham
2 packages (2.1 ounces 
each) ready-to-serve fully 
cooked bacon, warmed
4 ounces sliced peppero-
ni
1/2 cup pizza sauce
In a small bowl, com-
bine the first eight ingre-
dients. Spread cut sides 
of bread. Layer with ham, 
bacon, pepperoni and 
pizza sauce; replace top.
Wrap in foil; place on a 
large baking sheet. Bake 
at 350 for 25 to 30 minutes 
or until heated through. 
Cut into slices. Yield: 6 
servings.
(Recipe courtesy of 
Shanon Mayer, Mountain 
View, in “Quick Cooking 
Annual Recipes 2012,” 
Reiman Publications)
Meat-atarian Sub Pepper Poppers
1 package (8 ounces) 
cream cheese, softened
1 cup (4 ounces) shredded 
sharp cheddar cheese
1 cup (4 ounces) shredded 
Monterey Jack cheese
6 bacon strips, cooked 
and crumbled
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon garlic pow-
der
1/4 teaspoon chili pow-
der
1 pound fresh jalapenos, 
halved lengthwise and 
seeded
1/2 cup dry bread crumbs
Sour cream, onion dip or 
ranch salad dressing
In a large mixing 
bowl, combine the chees-
es, bacon and seasonings; 
mix well. Spoon about 2 
tablespoonfuls into each 
pepper half. Roll in bread 
crumbs.
Place in a greased 15 
by 10-inch baking pan. 
Bake, uncovered, at 300 
for 20 minutes for spicy 
flavor; 30 minutes for 
medium and 40 minutes 
for mild. Serve with sour 
cream, dip or dressing. 
Yield: about 2 dozen. 
(Recipe courtesy of 
“The Taste of Home 
Cookbook,” Reiman Pub-
lications)
Chili Cheese Popcorn
8 cups popped popcorn
1/4 cup butter, melted
1/2 teaspoon chili powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup grated Parmesan 
cheese
Place popcorn in a large 
bowl. Combine butter, chili 
powder and salt; pour over 
popcorn. Spread in a 15 by 
10-inch baking pan; sprinkle 
with Parmesan cheese.
Broil 6 inches from the heat 
for 2 to 3 minutes or until the 
cheese is melted. Toss well to 
coat. Store in an airtight con-
tainer. Yield: 2 quarts.
(Recipe courtesy of “Best 
of Country 30-Minute Reci-
pes,” Reiman Publications)
1/2 cup mayonnaise
3 tablespoons chili sauce
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 teaspoon sugar
3 cups cooked elbow maca-
roni
1/2 cup chopped seeded to-
mato
2 tablespoons chopped green 
onion
3 cups shredded lettuce
4 bacon strips, cooked and 
crumbled
In a large bowl, combine 
the first four ingredients. 
Add the macaroni, tomatoes 
and onions; toss well to coat. 
Cover and refrigerate. Just 
before serving, add lettuce 
and bacon; toss to coat. Yield: 
6 servings.
(Recipe courtesy of “Best 
of Country 30-Minute Reci-
pes,” Reiman Publications)
BLT Macarnoi Salad
Munchies
for March (and April) madness 
Associated Press
1 tube (8 ounces) refriger-
ated crescent rolls
2 tablespoons Dijon mus-
tard
1/2 cup shredded Swiss 
cheese
1/2 teaspoon salt-free sea-
soning blend
8 hot dogs
Unroll crescent roll dough 
and separate into eight trian-
gles. Cut each piece into two 
triangles. Spread each trian-
gle with mustard; sprinkle 
with cheese and seasoning 
blend.
Cut round ends from hot 
dogs (discard or save for an-
other use). Cut hot dogs in 
half widthwise; place one 
piece on the end of each 
triangle and roll up. Place 
pointed side down 2 inches 
apart on a baking sheet coat-
ed with nonstick cooking 
spray. Bake at 375 for 15 to 
18 minutes or until golden 
brown. Serve warm. Yield: 
16 appetizers.
(Recipe courtesy of “Best 
of Country 30-Minute Rec-
ipes,” Reiman Publications)
Frank’n’Swiss 
Cresents
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          ENTERTAINMENT 
Lumberjack Saloon, live music 
every Saturday night! Sho Down 
on March 9th. Call about the 
shuttle bus and cabins at 273-
6264.
    
                 FOR RENT
Bitterroot Property Management 
INC. "Renting to UM students 
since 1980." 3 Blks to U-Private 
studio $550 all utilities paid. 5 
Blks to U-Modern 1 bedroom 
$595+ utilities. 549-9631 www.
rentbpm.com.
               PERSONALS
Plenty of teeth cleaning 
appointments available at Curry 
Health Center Dental Clinic. Call 
us at 243-5445.
                 SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2012. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540
           MISCELLANEOUS
School of Extended & Lifelong 
Learning: Register for Summer 
2013 Semester - 4 day weeks, 
3 day weekends! Visit umt.
edu/summer for a chance to 
win a $500 summer semester 
scholarship!  
Missoula Collective Sale! 
Saturday 3/9 12-6 pm at the 
Florence Hotel. Shop 7 boutiques 
at once, including Betty's Divine! 
Win a $50 gift card to each of the 
shops!
HELENA — A bill aimed at 
ending oil and gas industry tax 
breaks would generate more 
revenue for communities af-
fected by the industry, support-
ers of Senate Bill 295 said Tues-
day during a Senate Taxation 
Committee Hearing.
The measure would abolish 
a so-called tax holiday for the 
industry, increasing the current 
gas and oil tax. It is designed 
to provide local governments 
with financial support, while 
setting up a renewable energy 
fund, the supporters said.
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Bill sponsor Sen. Christine 
Kaufmann said the extra tax 
revenue would bolster com-
munity infrastructure, schools 
and public services.
The Helena Democrat said 
the bill wouldn’t affect energy 
companies’ decisions to drill in 
Montana because other states 
don’t have a tax incentive like 
Montana’s.
“It’s time to bring the corpo-
rations home from holiday and 
provide Montana with the op-
portunity to invest in the needs 
of its communities,” Kaufmann 
said.
But opponents of the bill ar-
gue Montana’s oil and gas pro-
duction pales in comparison to 
neighboring states like Wyo-
ming and North Dakota.
They said the tax break is a 
necessary incentive for many 
companies to drill in Montana. 
The tax holiday was enacted 
years ago in in order to attract 
more energy companies to 
Montana.
The oil and gas companies 
provide the state with jobs and 
have turned dying towns into 
flourishing economies, oppo-
nents said. They argue that the 
industry has paid the state and 
local communities over $2 bil-
lion in taxes and an increase in 
oil and gas taxation would only 
hurt Montana’s economy.
Montana Association of Oil, 
Gas and Coal Counties spokes-
person Bill Gilbert vehement-
ly opposed the bill. The bill is 
designed to slow down or stop 
the oil industry in the state — 
an industry that is crucial to 
Montana’s economy, Gilbert 
argued.
“We need to encourage nat-
ural resource development in 
the state of Montana, not dis-
courage it,” Gilbert said.
Senate bill 295 would end a 
.76 percent tax break on all oil 
and gas production, and would 
increase taxation on horizontal 
wells for the first 18 months of 
drilling to the standard oil pro-
duction tax rate of 9.26 percent.
The bill’s supporters said 
the first 18 months of drilling 
are the most productive and 
lucrative for the company. They 
claim that Montana is missing 
out on those first 18 months of 
taxation, and that revenue is vi-
tal to address urgent problems 
that are partially the result of 
the industry’s presence in the 
communities.
The committee didn’t take 
immediate action on the bill.
